




















God's Spint

Acts 2:1-47
Based on NLT (1996)

Transition
The followers* of Jesus stayed in the city to
await the promised Spirit,* just as Jesus had
instructed.

Acts 2:1

On the day of an important religious festival,
seven weeks after Jesus was raised from the
dead, those who followed Jesus were meeting
together in one place.

Acts 2:2-4

Suddenly, there was a sound...like the roaring
of a mighty windstorm...and it filled the house
where they were meeting. Then, what looked
like flames or tongues of fire appeared and
settled on each of them. And everyone present
was filled with God’s Spirit and began speaking
in other languages, as God’s Spirit gave them
this ability.

Acts 2:5-13

There were people in the city from all over the
world for the festival. They came and heard his
followers speaking. They said, “These are local
people, and yet we hear them speaking the
languages of the lands where we were born!
...about the wonderful things God has done!”
They stood there amazed and perplexed.
“What can this mean?” they asked each other.
But others in the crowd were mocking. “They’re
drunk, that’s all!” they said.

Acts 2:14-16, 22-24, 33-36

Then Peter stepped forward with the...other
closest followers* and shouted to the crowd....
“Some of you are saying these people are drunk.
It isn’t true! It’s much too early for that. People
don’t get drunk by nine o’clock in the morning.
No, what you see this morning was predicted
centuries ago....
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Acts 2:14-16, 22-24, 33-36 (continued)

“.Jlisten! God publicly endorsed dJesus...by
doing wonderful miracles, wonders, and signs
through him, as you well know. But...you...
murdered him. However, God...raised him

back to life again....

“Now he sits at the place of highest honor in
heaven,* at God’s right hand. And the Father,
as he had promised, gave him God’s Spirit to
pour out upon us, just as you see and hear
today. ...So let it be clearly known...that God
has made this Jesus whom you murdered to be
both Master* and Promised Savior!*”

Acts 2:37-47

Peter’s words convicted them deeply, and they
said to him and to the others, “Brothers, what
should we do?” Peter replied, “Each of you must
turn from your sins* and turn to God, and be
baptized* in the name of Jesus, the Promised
Savior, for the forgiveness* of your sins. Then
you will receive the gift of God’s Spirit. This
promise is to you and to your children, and even
to those who are not Abraham’s descendants.”

Then Peter continued speaking for a long time,
strongly urging all his listeners. ...Those who
believed what Peter said were baptized and
added to the church*—about three thousand in
all. They joined with the other believers* and
devoted themselves to Jesus’ closest followers’
teaching and fellowship, sharing the meal
Jesus had told them to remember him by and
in prayer. ...and those who had been Jesus’
closest followers performed many miraculous
signs and wonders....

...And each day God added to their group those
who were being saved.



Words/Phrases
to Consider

Ry, ta/y &aft@

Intra-Story Cohesion

Miracles, wonders, and signs
These words refer to powerful
deeds: a happening that evokes
awe; something that points to a
truth beyond itself.

Basically, all three words refer
to similar things. Perhaps all
three words were used to show
that Jesus did many miracles of
different types.

Church*

If the word ‘church’ in the
language conveys something
different than the New Testament
definition, you might choose

to explain the term in a phrase
instead of using the word
‘church.” In the New Testament,
the word never actually refers

to a building, but to a group of
people who believe in Jesus. In
the New Testament, ‘church’ may
refer either to a group of believers
who live in one place, or to the
wider community of believers in
Jesus.

Believers*

This term refers to those who
believe in Jesus and follow him.
It is first used after the giving of
God’s Spirit at Pentecost.

Much of Peter’s sermon has
not been included because we
have found that it is difficult for
people to remember all of it in
this story. We have left in the
parts of the sermon that relate
directly to previous stories or to
the story line. We also wanted
to ensure that we highlighted
Peter’s response to the people
when they asked him, ‘What
should we do?’

‘not Abraham’s descendants’
The NLT says that ‘this promise
is to you and to your children,

and even to the Gentiles.” We
have rendered that as ‘not
Abraham’s descendants’ because
the term ‘Gentiles’ has not been
introduced in the story set.

‘the meal Jesus had told them
to remember him by’

This reference to eating together
probably included both simply
fellowshipping, i.e. eating
together, and sharing in the
Lord’s Supper, i.e. the meal that
Jesus asked them to share in
remembrance of him.

Think about how you explained
this in the Last Supper story,
and try to explain this in a way
that will relate back to that

story. For example, you could
say something like: ‘devoted
themselves to Jesus’ followers’
teaching and fellowship, and
eating and drinking together to
remember what Jesus had done
for them, just as Jesus told them
todo.

OR ‘and remembering what
Jesus had done for them, eating
and drinking together.’

This means that you need to
have made a point to say, in the
Last Supper story, that Jesus told
them to eat and drink in order to
remember him.

Be sure that you use the same
words you have been using
throughout the story set for
‘followers, ‘Spirit/God’s Spirit,
‘closest followers, ‘Father,
‘heaven, ‘Master,’ ‘Promised
Savior, ‘sins, ‘baptize,
‘forgive(ness), ‘Abraham’s
descendants’ and ‘saved.’

T4T PRINCIPLES

Character and nature of God
God is Spirit; God has a plan;
God endorses Jesus, who is the
Master and Promised Savior

Church

Believers gathered together in
one place; were Spirit-filled; were
baptized; devoted themselves to
teaching and fellowship; shared
in the Lord’s Supper and prayer;
performed signs and wonders;
numbers increased

Devotional life
Spirit-filled; devoted to teaching
and prayer

Devotional life

New believers devoted
themselves to prayer
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:26-38
Based on the NLT (2004)

Transition

Before Jesus went to heaven,* he had promised
his followers* that they would have power to
share about him throughout the world. Those
who believed in Jesus went everywhere telling
people the wonderful news about Jesus. One of
these followers of Jesus was named Philip...

Acts 8:26-27

...an angel* from God said to him, “Go
south down the desert road that begins at
Jerusalem....” So he started out....

Acts 8:27-28

...and he met the treasurer of an African
nation...returning to his homeland. Seated
in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the
book of the spokesman* Isaiah.

Acts 8:29-30; 32

God’s Spirit* said to Philip, “Go over and walk
along beside the carriage.” Philip ran over and
heard the man reading...

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter.
And as a lamb is silent before the shearers,
he did not open his mouth.”
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Acts 8:34-35

The African man asked Philip, “Tell me,
was the spokesman talking about himself or
someone else?” So beginning with this message
from God’s spokesman, Philip told him the
Good News about Jesus.

Acts 8:36-38

As they rode along, they came to some water,
and the African man said, “Look! There’s some
water! Why can’t I be baptized?*” “You can,”
Philip answered, “if you truly believe.” And the
African man replied, “I believe that Jesus...is
the Son of God!”

The African man ordered the carriage to stop,
and they went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him.



Words/Phrases
to Consider
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Intra-Story Cohesion

Carriage

A carriage could also be
referred to as a ‘wagon’ or some
vehicle pulled by horses or
oxen. Someone was probably
leading the wagon, and there
was probably room for at least
one other person to sit, since
the Ethiopian asked Philip to sit
with him.

We chose this story because of
its beautiful connection to the
Isaiah 53 story and its model of
a response to Jesus followed by
immediate obedience of baptism.

We have chosen to simplify the
term ‘Ethiopian eunuch’ to ‘African’
for ease of remembering and
retelling, and because many of the
hearers of the stories will not have
heard of the country of Ethiopia.

We have chosen to include v. 37
"You can,” Philip answered, “if
you believe with all your heart.”
And the eunuch replied, “I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God,” even though it is not in the
earliest manuscripts. It does
include information the other
verses in the text seem to imply.
So, you may choose to leave this
portion out of the story, or you
may choose to treat this verse as
implicit information, in which case
you may want to render that part
of the story as, ‘Philip told the
African he could be baptized if he
truly believed. The man said that
he did believe that Jesus is the
Son of God, so....

Be sure that you use the same
words you have been using
throughout the story set for
‘followers,” ‘angel,” ‘spokesman,’
‘God’s Spirit,” ‘baptize’ and ‘Son
of God.’

TAT PRINCIPLES

Church
Baptism; role of Scripture

Sharing the Gospel

Those who believed went
everywhere sharing the Good
News; led by the Spirit
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Acts 16:12-
Based on NLT (2004)

Transition

Jesus’ followers™ continued to travel throughout
the world telling people the Good News about
Jesus. Two of these followers, Paul and Silas,
went from city to city sharing the Good News.

Acts 16:12-15

On one of these trips Paul and Silas went to
the city of Philippi. ...On the day of worship*
they went a little way outside the city to a river
bank, where they thought people would be
meeting for prayer, and they sat down to speak
with some women who had gathered there. One
of them was Lydia...a merchant of expensive...
cloth, who worshiped God. As she listened to
them, God opened her heart, and she accepted
what Paul was saying. She was baptized* along
with other members of her household, and she
asked them to be her guests. “If you agree that
I am a true believer*® in Jesus,” she said, “come
and stay at my home.” And...they agreed.

Acts 16:16-17

One day as Paul and Silas were going down to
the place of prayer, they met a slave girl who
was possessed by an evil spirit.* She was a
fortune-teller who earned a lot of money for her
masters. She followed Paul...shouting, “These
men are servants of the Most High God, and
they have come to tell you how to be saved.”

Acts 16:18

This went on day after day until Paul got so tired
of it that he turned and said to the evil spirit
within her, “I command you in the name of Jesus
...to come out of her.” And instantly it left her.

Acts 16:19-21

Her masters’ hopes of wealth were now
shattered, so they grabbed Paul and Silas and
dragged them Dbefore the authorities at the
marketplace. “The whole city is in an uproar
because of these men!” they shouted to the city
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officials. “They are teaching the people to do
things that are against our customs.”

Acts 16:22-24

A mob quickly formed.... Paul and Silas were
severely beaten, and then they were thrown
into prison. The jailer was ordered to make
sure they didn’t escape. So the jailer put them
into the inner dungeon and chained them.

Acts 16:25-28

Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying
and singing...to God, and the other prisoners
were listening. Suddenly, there was a massive
earthquake, and the prison was shaken to its
foundations. All the doors immediately flew
open, and the chains of every prisoner fell off!
The jailer woke up to see the prison doors wide
open. He assumed the prisoners had escaped,
so he drew his sword to kill himself. But Paul
shouted to him, “Stop! Don’t kill yourself! We
are all here!”

Acts 16:29-30

The jailer called for lights and ran to the
dungeon and fell down trembling before Paul
and Silas. Then he brought them out and
asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

Acts 16:31-34
They replied, “Believe* in...Jesus and you
will be saved, along with everyone in your
household.” And they shared the Good News
about Jesus with him and with all who lived
in his household. ...Then he and everyone in
his household were immediately baptized. The
jailer fed them at his house and they rejoiced

because they all believed in God.

Acts 16:35, 40; 17:1

The next morning the city officials released Paul
and Silas. When Paul and Silas left the prison,
they returned to the home of Lydia. There they
met with the believers and encouraged them
once more. Then they left to go to another town.



Words/Phrases
to Consider
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Worldview

‘opened her heart’

This is an English figure

of speech that may not be
understood in all languages. This
phrase means that God made
her willing/able to understand and
accept/believe what was being
said by Paul about Jesus.

‘household’

Referring to Lydia in v. 15, this
word might include everyone
who lived in Lydia’s household,
including servants. (She may
not have had a family, since she
is identified as the head of her
household.) In talking about the
jailer in v. 31, this word probably
refers to his family.

‘in the name of Jesus’

This phrase, translated literally,
may not carry the full intended
meaning. You may choose to say
something along the lines of

1) ‘by the name/authority of
Jesus’

2) ‘by the authority that Jesus
has given me’

3) ‘by the power which is in
the name of Jesus’

‘Believe* in ... Jesus’

You might choose to make

this phrase clearer by using a
statement such as ‘believe that
Jesus will save you (from God
punishing you for your sins).’

The jailer would have to suffer the
punishment of the prisoners that
he allowed to escape. Evidently
some of these prisoners were

to receive capital punishment,
so the jailer preferred to commit
suicide. It may not be evident to
your audience why the jailer was
going to commit suicide. In this
case, you might choose to make
this information explicit

Intra-Story Cohesion

Use the same words that you
have been using throughout the
story set for ‘followers,” ‘baptize,’
‘evil spirit, ‘Most High God’ and
‘saved.’

Lydia was following culturally-
appropriate norms of hospitality
by inviting Paul and Silas to her
house. Be sure to avoid any
appearance of impropriety on the
part of Lydia, Paul and Silas.

T4T PRINCIPLES

Church

Met in homes; baptism;
encouraged and strengthened
believers

Devotional life
Prayer and singing

Sharing the Gospel
Look for where God is at work;
Spirit gives power to share

Assurance of salvation
Believe and you will be saved

Prayer

Paul and Silas prayed during
times of persecution—here, while
they were in prison
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““Acts 17:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10;

2:17-18; 3:2-8; 4:16-18
Based on the NLT (1996)

Acts 17:1-5

...Paul and Silas then continued to travel
throughout the area near Philippi. One day
they came to the city of Thessalonica. There,
Paul told many people, who were descendants
of Abraham, about Jesus. He said, “This
Jesus I'm telling you about is the Promised
Savior*.” Many of them believed*, but others
were jealous, so they gathered some worthless
fellows from the streets to form a mob and start
a riot. They attacked the home of a follower*
of Jesus, searching for Paul and Silas so they
could drag them out to the crowd.

Acts 17:6-7

Not finding them there, they dragged out...
some of the other believers* instead and took
them before the city authorities. “Paul and
Silas have caused trouble all over the world...
and now they are here disturbing our city,” they
shouted. “One of these men here has allowed
Paul and Silas to stay in his home....”

Acts 17:8-10

Although the city was thrown into turmoil
by these reports. ...the city authorities finally
released. ...these believers....

For their protection, that very night the
believers sent Paul and Silas away....
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1 Thessalonians 2:17-18; 3:2, 6-8; 1:1

But Paul never forgot about the believers in
Thessalonica. In fact, he tried again and again
to visit them, but he wasn’t able. So Paul sent a
friend named Timothy to encourage the believers
in Thessalonica. When Timothy returned to
Paul and gave a report, Paul was overjoyed
to learn that these believers were continuing
to follow Jesus in spite of persecution. So, he
decided to write a letter to the believers in
Thessalonica....a letter from himself, Silas and
Timothy. He said...

1 Thessalonians 1:2
“We always thank God for all of you and pray
for you constantly.”

1 Thessalonians 1:6-7, 9-10

“...you received the message about Jesus with
joy from God’s Spirit* in spite of the severe
suffering it brought you. ...As a result, you...
became an example to all the believers in the
area. ...these believers speak of how you turned
away from idols to serve the true and living
God. And they speak of how you are looking
forward to the coming of God’s Son from
heaven*—dJesus, whom God raised from the

dead....”

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

“And when Jesus comes back, he himself will
come down from heaven with a loud shout....
First, all the believers who have died will
rise.... Then, together with them, we who are
still alive and remain on the earth will be taken
up in the clouds to meet Jesus in the air... We
will be with him forever. So...encourage each
other with these words.”



& lory &‘aff/}g/

Intra-Story Cohesion

TAT PRINCIPLES

In order to avoid a
misunderstanding of the motive
behind the believers sending
Paul and Silas away, we have
included the phrase ‘for their own
protection.’

Much of the end of the story has
been summarized in order to
make it easier for the audience
to remember and put into the
context of a story.

This story is an example of how
a teaching from the Epistles may
be presented in a story form.
This story links the teaching
from 1 Thessalonians with a
corresponding narrative from the
Book of Acts.

Use the same words that you
have been using throughout
the story set for ‘descendants
of Abraham,” ‘Promised Savior,
‘followers, ‘God’s Spirit, ‘God’s
Son’ and ‘heaven.

’

Devotional life
Look forward to the Second
Coming

Church

Persecution and suffering
of believers; word of
encouragement to believers

Sharing the Gospel
Jesus’ followers tell many people

Prayer
Paul prays for the believers
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Key Words to Consider as You Tell the
S-T4T Stories

These key words open up insights and
understanding into Scripture. If they paint a
wrong impression in the hearer’s mind, they
may color a person’s entire understanding of
the Good News. This glossary attempts to
define the meaning of some key words in the
biblical sense, in hopes of helping you as you
consider the best ways to translate them. In
many cases we've included suggestions on how
you could translate the word or describe it in a
meaningful way to your audience. After each
entry is a list of S-T4T stories in which the key
word is found.

Angel

If you have a Bible translation, your best option
would be to use the word in the translation,
unless no one outside the church understands
it. If you don’t have a Bible translation, your
challenge is to find a word that accurately
conveys the meaning of the original. An
‘angel’ is a supernatural, spiritual being who
1s a messenger from God. Angels appear to
humans in human form, they are inferior to
Jesus, and they often come with a specific
message or to do a specific task. If there is
no word in the language for ‘angel’ that a
non-believer would understand, you could
translate this as ‘messenger of/from God,
‘envoy of God,” or perhaps ‘ambassador of God.’
Be aware, though, that ‘prophet’ also conveys
those meanings. You might have to add ‘spirit
(messenger from God)’ to this description.

Found in: Birth, African

Anoint

Anointing in the Old Testament signified an
act of God in which someone received divine
favor or appointment to a special place, service,
or function in the purpose of God (especially
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for kingship). Anointing often was associated
with God’s Spirit being given. In the S-T4T
story of David King, the act was done by a man
appointed by God to do it. He filled his horn
(a ram’s horn) with oil and poured the oil on
David’s head. If the people in your area have
a similar ceremony (with an appropriate word
to go along with it) to appoint someone to a
special task, you could use the phrase ‘anointed
his head (with oil).” If they don’t, you could say
something like, ‘He poured oil on his head to
appoint him/show him as the next king.’
Found in: David King, Nathan’s Story

Baptism, Baptize

This word is an important term in the Bible
and needs to be thought through carefully
before attempting to translate. If you have
a Bible translation, you may choose to use
what the translation uses. If the translation
uses the borrowed term (as we also borrow
the term from the Greek baptizo), but no one
understands it, you might want to consider
explaining the term. If you are working with
long-term believers, you need to see with what
term they feel most comfortable. If you need
to find a term for some reason, a careful study
of the meaning of the concept of ‘baptism’ is
needed. The Greek word means to ‘put inside
or under water,” or ‘to wash in a spiritual
sense.” John’s baptism was done when a
person wanted to stop sinning and obey God
so God would forgive his sin. Some ideas for
translating this term include:

1) to wash someone in water to make him
ceremonially clean;

2) to wash someone with water as part
of their initiation into the religious
community;

3) ‘bath,” with a qualification such as ‘bath
of enlightenment’ (Tamil) or ‘bath of
dedication;’

4) using the word for a custom in the culture
that refers to ceremonial washing to
make something ritually clean;

5) using the borrowed term with an
appositional ‘unpackingof meaning,’i.e.
‘he was baptized,” ‘he was ceremonially
washed.

Keep in mind that in many cultures and



religions, people ceremonially wash often to
remove sins. You may need to specify that
this is a once for all ceremony.

Found in: Jesus’ Baptism, God’s Spirit,
African, Philippian Jailer

Belief/Believe/Trust/Faith

This describes man’s response to God’s promise.

It probably implies more than mental agreement,

but putting one’s faith/confidence in God.
Found in: Abraham, David King, Sight,

Philippian Jailer, Return

Believers
After Pentecost, the people who followed
Jesus were also called ‘believers.” We've used
that term in the story set to refer to Jesus’
followers after Pentecost and to emphasize
the fact that people became followers of Jesus
through belief in him.

Found in: God’s Spirit, Philippian
Jailer, Return

Bless, Blessed, Blessing
This refers to when God helps, does good
to, or favors someone or something. In the
Creation and Abraham stories, the specific
blessing includes God giving them the ability
to reproduce and multiply. Try to avoid using
a word related to luck or games of chance.
Found in: Creation, Abraham, Birth,
Sight, Triumphal Entry

Church

If the word ‘church’ in the language conveys
something different than the New Testament
definition, you might choose to explain the term
in a phrase instead of using the word ‘church.’
In the New Testament, the word never actually
refers to a building, but to a group of people
who believe in Jesus. In the New Testament,
‘church’ may refer either to a group of believers
who live in one place, or to the wider community
of the whole church of Jesus.

Found in: God’s Spirit

Closest Followers (see Followers)

Curse

This word in the text actually means
punishment or judgment and means that
something unpleasant is going to happen to
that person. Although many languages have
a way to pronounce a curse on someone Or
something, be sure that the word you choose
does not have any magical connotations.

Found in: Disobedience

Disciple (see Followers)

Disobedience (see Sin)

Eternal Life
‘Eternal life’ in the New Testament has two
aspects:
1) life that never ends;
2) a quality of life beginning when
someone allows God to rule his life.
Some options for conveying the two-fold
meaning of this phrase include
1) ‘real life that never ends;
2) ‘new life that never ends.’
Or if your language does not have a noun for
‘life’
3) ‘really live unendingly because of
him;
4) ‘he will cause such people to never
come to the end of real living.’
Found in: Assurance

Evil Spirit

‘Evil spirit’ refers to spiritual beings who
serve Satan as his agents, being under his
authority. These spiritual beings have power
to oppress a human being and even take
control of him. We know from the Bible that
evil spirits were created by God and chose to
disobey him. It seems that many South Asian
languages do not have a term that can express
that adequately. (Their ‘evil spirit’ may
refer to a dead person’s spirit that ‘haunts’
people.) Try to choose a word that refers to
an independent spirit being that is evil and
opposed to God. If there is one, you can also
use a neutral word for an independent spirit
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being and add a qualification like ‘spirit from
Satan,” or ‘bad/evil spirit.” Be aware that
extra explanation might be necessary during
the discussion time.

Found in: Possessed Man,
Philippian Jailer

Followers (also Closest Followers)

If the language has an understood term for
the devoted followers of a guru, you may use
that term here. We've designated the twelve
disciples as ‘closest followers’ and the other
disciples simply as ‘followers.” You will want
to differentiate between the two groups in the
same way, as well.

Found in: Possessed Man, Sight,
Triumphal Entry, Last Supper, Arrest and
Trial, Execution, Alive!, God’s Spirit, African,
Philippian Jailer, Return

Forgive, Forgiveness
Some languages don’t have an adequate word
for ‘forgive.” If that’s the case, understanding
what ‘forgiveness’ means is imperative to
translating it correctly. Forgiveness involves
two people, one of whom has done something
wrong to the other and offended him. The one
who was offended sets aside his rights and does
not punish the other as he deserves. If the
other accepts the forgiveness, the relationship
between the two is restored and the guilt is
removed.

Found in: Nathan’s
Baptism, God’s Spirit

s

Story, Jesus

God'’s Spirit (see Holy Spirit)

Heaven

Heaven can refer to the sky, or to the place
where God and his angels live, depending on
the context. When it refers to the place where
God lives, it 1s also the ultimate destination
of believers. Because it is linked so closely to
the place where God is, one can replace ‘I have
sinned against heaven’ with ‘I have sinned
against God,” or ‘the kingdom of heaven’ with
‘the kingdom of God.” If your language does

68

not have an adequate word for ‘heaven,” or
if the hearers do not understand adequately
the concept of heaven at this stage, you can
replace it with ‘the place where God lives.’
Found in: Jesus’ Baptism, Triumphal
Entry, Alive!, God’s Spirit, African, Return

Holy Spirit

DAVID KING STORY: You can translate this
term directly as ‘God’s Spirit.” The meaning
here specifically is that David was suddenly and
fully possessed by God’s Spirit. In other words,
God ‘qualified him to be governor of his people,
by infusing such graces as wisdom, prudence,
counsel, courage, liberality, and magnanimity’
(Adam Clarke’s commentary).

The Hebrew ruach [spirit] can have the
physical meanings ‘wind’ or ‘breath.” It also
can mean ‘power’ or ‘authority’ that God gives
to someone to do extraordinary things.

NEW TESTAMENT: The concept of ‘holy’
refers to people or things that belong to God,
are consecrated to him, or are like him. Often,
however, Scripture translations use ‘God’s
Spirit’ because many languages do not have
a word for ‘holy’ that adequately expresses
the concept. Since ‘holy’ in many South Asian
languages is either a church-y term that non-
believers can’t understand or a term with
unwanted connotations, we encourage you to
use the same term for ‘God’s Spirit’ that you
used in the David King story.

Found in: David King, Birth, Jesus’
Baptism, Alive!, God’s Spirit, African, Return

Master
The original ‘Lord’ has the connotation here
of ‘master,” ‘supreme head,” or ‘owner.” At a
surface level, this is a title for a respected
man, such as ‘sir” Any of these is an
acceptable rendering.

Found in: Last Supper, God’s Spirit

Paradise
‘Paradise’ refers to the place where the
righteous dead go. It can be translated or



described in several ways:
1) ‘the very good place called paradise;’
2) ‘place of well-being;’
3) ‘place of happiness/of happy people;’
Found in: Execution

Pharisees (see Religious Leaders)

Prophet (see Spokesman)

Relationship

Some languages may not have one term for
‘relationship,” or the term has unwanted
connotations. Some languages express the
ideaintermsof action. TEV translates Genesis
15:6 as ‘Abram put his trust in the LORD, and
because of this the LORD was pleased with
him and accepted him.’

Found in: Abraham, Promise, Sight

Religious Leaders
Both Pharisees and Sadducees were Jewish
religious parties at that time. Many scribes and
priests were members of one of these sects. If
possible, it is best to keep these sect names as
generic as possible—religious leaders.” If you
use a term for ‘religious leaders’ used in a major
religion here, be sure that those names do not refer
ONLY to a member of that specific religion.
Found in: Jesus’ Baptism, Triumphal
Entry, Last Supper, Arrest and Trial,
Execution

Righteousness/Right Relationship
The Old Testament idea of righteousness is
based on relationship between God and man,
or between man and man. ‘Righteousness’
refers to holiness. The CEV (Contemporary
English Version) translates this concept in
Isaiah 53:11 in the following way:

...he will take the punishment

for the sins of others,

so that many of them

will no longer be guilty.
In other words, ‘righteousness’ takes away guilt.

Found in: Abraham, Promise

Sadducees (see Religious Leaders)

Savior/Promised Savior

‘Savior,” as used in the New Testament, means
‘one who saves from spiritual and eternal
danger.” Often, the wholeness of man includes
both physical and spiritual aspects which are
difficult to distinguish, but the actual term
‘savior’ in the New Testament is used only
for Jesus as a spiritual deliverer. ‘Promised
Savior’ is also the word we’ve chosen to use for
the English version of the stories as the term
to describe who Jesus 1is—the Messiah, the
Christ, the Promised Savior. We've chosen,
for the audience’s first exposure to the gospel,
to use a consistent term for Jesus’ role in God’s
redemptive plan throughout the story set.
Later, it could be helpful to introduce other
terms that have similar meanings (such as
‘Christ,” ‘Messiah,” ‘Promised King,” ‘Anointed
One,’ etc.).

The terms ‘Christ’ and ‘Messiah’ have the
same meaning, namely, ‘the person who is
anointed (i.e. appointed) by God for a special
purpose.” Anointing with oil was the symbol
of being appointed and set apart by God for
a position of authority and responsibility,
especially for kingship, or as a High Priest
(Key Biblical Terms in the New Testament).
Many aspects of Jesus’ roles and character are
implied in the term ‘Anointed One,” including
his kingship over all the nations, his role as
God’s representative, his role as the means of
bringing about God’s victory over his enemies,
and finally, as the one appointed to accomplish
redemption for God’s people. We are told in
translation resources that as we search for
a way to translate ‘Messiah,” or ‘Christ,” we
should search for a term that includes the
concepts of one who is specially appointed by
God, and one who is savior or king. The term
‘Promised Savior’ seems to be the title which
best fits how we've set up Jesus’ entry into
the world (see Promise story). Jesus’ kingship
and anointing have been introduced through
the stories themselves, rather than giving him
the title ‘King’ or ‘Anointed One’ at this point
in the audience’s experience with the Gospel.
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Some languages do not have an appropriate
personal noun that expresses the idea of
savior, and it needs to be translated ‘the one
who saves,” or ‘the saving person.’

Found in: Promise, Birth, Jesus’ Baptism,
Assurance, Triumphal Entry, Arrest and
Trial, Execution, Alive!, God’s Spirit, Return

Sin/Disobedience

Sin refers to an act of disobedience to God.

Be sure that the word you use here does not
mean that someone has failed to perform a
religious act (i.e. alms, ritual prayer, following
religious dietary rules, etc.). If necessary, you
can use ‘disobedience.

Found in: Abraham, David King,
Nathan’s Story, Promise, Birth, Jesus’
Baptism, God’s Spirit

Spirit of God (see Holy Spirit)

Spirit
‘Spirit’ refers to the ‘soul,’ or ‘life,” and it is the
center of the inner life of man—his feelings
and emotions.

Found in: Execution

Spokesman
Choose a term for ‘prophet’ that adequately
describes the prophet’s function. A prophet:

1. receives a call from God;

2. takes God’s message to men because
he had been given it by God himself;

3. has as his only priority bringing the
Word of God to men.

We chose ‘spokesman’ because, in English, it
can convey these three meanings but doesn’t
carry the unwanted connotation of a fortune-
teller. If you use a religious term, be sure that
it has meaning that the average hearer will
understand. If you find that it is too difficult
to keep saying ‘God’s spokesman’ throughout
the story David King, you may include
Samuel’s name. However, if it is too confusing
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or difficult for people to remember Samuel’s
name, then you may choose to simply say
‘God’s spokesman.’

Found in: David King, Nathan’s Story,
Promise, Jesus’ Baptism, Sight, African

Trust (see Belief)

Wisdom

The biblical concept of wisdom includes the
ideas of ‘thinking things that are true and
doing things that are good.” Only God can
cause someone to be wise. In fact, it is implied
in the New Testament that when someone has
wisdom, he has insight into the will of God.

Found in: Birth

Worship

Worship’s foundation is the idea of ‘service,’
shown through showing awe and wonder to
God (IVP New Bible Dictionary). Patriarchs
thought this worship could take place
anywhere God had revealed himself.

The Old Testament sets up a complicated
sacrificial system in the Temple. Jesus made
it clear that this sacrificial system of worship
was no longer necessary, and that our worship
was based on our love for God. Different
cultures and languages have different words
for worship, some of which refer only to certain
ceremonies or rituals one must do. In every
story in this story set where ‘worship’ is used,
it implies more than just performing rituals;
it includes the heart of love, awe and wonder
of the worshiper for God. Be sure that the
word or combination of words you choose for
worship includes this idea.

Found in: Abraham, David King, Birth,
Assurance, Triumphal Entry, Philippian
Jailer
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